
Explanation.\p=m-\ The issue of the 26th number of
volume three, dated December 27th, was delayed
several days by the failure of a single galley of proof
to be delivered at the proper time, through the post-
office. The list of names of Permanent Members
published in compliance with the by-laws of the Asso-
ciation, every third year, also occupied two pages
more than was expected, and consequently crowded
out the few editorial paragraphs prepared for that
number. The title page and very full index to the
volume, which are so placed in the middle of the
number that they can be readily removed and placed
in front of the volume by the binder, and the con-

venience, for reference, of the complete list of mem-

bers of the American Medical Association, will make
the number a very valuable one, notwithstanding the
absence of all ordinary reading matter. All but
a very few of the papers presented in the several
Sections of the Association during the recent meet-

ing in Washington, have now been published in full
in the Journal, many of them accompanied by in¬
teresting discussions. The publication of the few
that are left, will be completed in the next three or

four weeks ; but the valuable papers from other sources
already accumulating on our hands, and the more

extensive arrangements for reports and correspond¬
ence from the chief medical centres, both in this
country and in Europe, furnish ample guarantee that
the pages of the Journal will continue to be filled
with matter of interest and importance to those en¬

gaged in every department of the profession. As the
present number commences another volume, this is a

good time for new subscribers to send in their names
and money for the year 1885.

Pulmonary Syphilis.\p=m-\ This is a manifestation of
syphilis which it is safe to assume few general prac-
titioners have ever recognized. This is due both to
the rarity of its occurrence in adults, and to the dif-
ficulty attending its positive diagnosis. The occur-
rence of a syphilitic form of phthisis was recognized
by Morgagni, while Portal, Morton, Graves and
Stokes admitted the likelihood of such a condition,
from their observation of the clinical fact that some

cases of bronchial catarrh were greatly benefited by
mercury. It was, however, left to Virchow, Wagner,
Lorain, Robin and other contemporaneous investiga-
tors to describe minutely the pathological changes
due to pulmonary syphilis. Their researches were

made chiefly upon the lungs of still-born syphilitic
infants. The latest contribution to this subject is by
Dr. A. Hiller, in the Charit\l=e'\Annalen, Berlin, 1884,
volume 9, page 184, and recapitulated in CentralbL
f. d. Med. Wiss., October 4, 1884, page 702, as

follows : The anatomical appearances of pulmonary
syphilis described by most pathologists are an in¬
crease of the interlobular and interalveolar connect¬
ive tissue, resulting in induration of the part, with,
in rare instances, retractions and wrinklings of the
surface, the lobulated lung (gelappte lunge) of the
Germans. In addition, gummata are found, either
isolated or in groups from the size of a hempseed to
that of a goose's egg. Hiller doubts the occurrence,
as stated by some, of a syphilitic infiltration of an

entire lobe, similar to that of croupous pneumonia.
On the other hand, he coincides with Virchow, Web¬
ber, Lorain and Robin in recognizing a process
known as "white hepatization," which is analogous
to the catarrhal pneumonia of children, and may
occur in adults as well as newly-born infants. In
this cpndition, it will be remembered, the terminal
bronchioles and alveoli are distended with altered
epithelial cells. Wagner, on the contrary, holds that
the alveolar walls thicken and gradually obliterate
the alveolar spaces, without the epithelia taking part
in the process. In some instances this cellular infil¬
tration is complicated by an cedematous saturation of
the parenchyma, constituting what is known as a

gelatinous infiltration. The cavities not uncom¬

monly found in syphilitic lungs Dr. Hiller regards as-

bronchiectatic, herein differing widely from the view-
generally entertained, viz.: that they are the result,
of the breaking down and expectoration of gummata.

Some writers have described an acute form of
phthisis syphilitica which manifests itself by a rapid
disintegration of the pulmonary tissue, like that of
tuberculosis. Dr. Hiller, however, after a critical
perusal of the literature of the subject, draws the

Downloaded From: http://jama.jamanetwork.com/ by a DALHOUSIE UNIVERSITY-DAL-11762 User  on 06/19/2015


